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COMMENTS

The Health and Social Security Scrutiny Panel has lodged an amendment to increase the
funding for Mental Health Services by £500,000 in 2022, in order to:

e assist the services which are experiencing pressure as a result of the Covid-19
pandemic.

o address the identified backlogs and target the particular areas of need including
support of its partnerships with the third sector, such as the Listening Lounge.

The Panel proposes that this should be funded from the Covid-19 Reserve (set out as
£30 million on table 9 of Appendix 3 to P.90/2021)

The Council of Ministers acknowledge in the Government Plan the adverse impact that
Covid-19 has had on Islanders’ mental wellbeing and as a consequence the significant
pressures on mental health services. The Government Plan addresses this issue with the
new proposals for establishment of a Health and Social Recovery Fund and the
Children’s Health Recovery Plan, however, the Council of Ministers agree that the
initial proposed projects do not include any additional funding for adult mental health
services.

Conclusion

The Health and Social Services Minister acknowledges the increased need for adult
mental health services as a result of the pandemic and the significant pressures on our
Mental Health Services as a result.

The Minister for Health and Social Services, and the Council of Ministers as a whole,
support this amendment from the Health and Social Services Scrutiny Panel and will
use the additional funding to support service delivery through the remainder of the
pandemic and beyond as proposed by the Scrutiny Panel.

Financial Implications

As a one-off reallocation of funding this amendment does not impact on overall
expenditure or borrowing from the Consolidated Fund.

Statement under Standing Order 37A [Presentation of comment relating to a
proposition]:

These comments were submitted to the States Greffe after the noon deadline as set out
in Standing Order 37A due to time constraints from the States Meeting being moved
forward to Monday 13th December, which in turn affected the final deadline for
Comments, and the requirement to undertake final due diligence and review processes.
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